CHAPTER   VIII

Editing Shakespeare

WHEN Shakespeare died in 1616 only fourteen of his
plays were regularly in print, namely: Richard III, Titus
Andronicus, Love's labour's Lost, Romeo and Juliet, A Mid-
summer Night's Dream, Richard II, Merchant of Venice,
Henry IF (Part i), Henry IV(Part 11), Much Ado About Noth-
ing, Troilus and Cressida, Hamlet^ Lear, Pericles. Othello was
printed in 1622, and pirated Quartos of Romeo and Juliet,
Henrj F? Merry Wives of Windsor and Hamlet had also ap-
peared. The rest of his plays were first printed in 1623,
when his surviving friends produced a collection in one
volume known as the First Folio; it included also all the
plays already printed, with the exception of Pericles.

In all Shakespeare's texts there are difficulties of reading
and interpretation due to errors in printing. Sometimes
the misprints are obvious; sometimes phrases and sen-
tences are quite unintelligible. To make the text smooth
and readable some tidying is necessary, particularly as
Shakespeare apparently did not prepare his plays for print-
ing. They were originally intended as scripts for actors
and not as texts for readers. Scholars have therefore edi-
ted the texts, that is, have made alterations and additions
to the originals to make them more intelligible and easy
For the reader.

Until about twenty years ago the original texts, Quarto
3r Folio, were not highly regarded. Editors believed that
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